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of this home and renting portions of it
to tenants to make ends meet.

Since early 2014, the Casino Reinvest-
ment Development Authority of New
Jersey wants to take this home and
give it to an unknown entity. They
don’t even have a plan to redevelop
this home. They just want his prop-
erty. That is not right, Mr. Speaker.
That is not the American way of life.
That is not the American Government
that I am going to allow to abuse this
man’s precious home.

The solution is something that I have
put together. The Defense of Property
Rights Act is a piece of legislation that
has come out of the Property Rights
Caucus, working with my fellow Mem-
bers from Maine to Alabama, to Cali-
fornia, to stand up for private prop-
erties in America.

I introduced the legislation in Janu-
ary. The Defense of Property Rights
Act would stand with people like Char-
lie and say: What America and the Big
Government mentality of today is
doing is wrong, and there are Members
in Washington, D.C. who are joining us
in the fight to say no more. We will
force through that legislation account-
ability. We will make sure that govern-
ment thinks about what it is doing be-
fore it destroys Charlie’s American
Dream and the Charlies across the
country. Because, if it can happen to
Charlie, Mr. Speaker, it can happen to
anyone.

On my watch in Congress, I will do
whatever I can to stand with those fel-
low American citizens and say: We are
not going to let this happen.

———

HONORING FRED SIMON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. ASHFORD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a dear friend who has
not only left his mark on a nationally
recognized Omaha business, but also on
the city itself. Fred Simon joined the
family business Omaha Steaks back in
1959, helping to make it the household
name and success story it is today.

But the memory of Fred Simon goes
beyond the bottom line. Through his
love of the arts, he spent many years
helping propel the city of Omaha into a
world-class community. Art lovers in
Omaha have long recognized the role
Fred played in elevating the city’s cul-
tural stature. It has been said that he
knew that great cities need great art.
With that goal in mind, Fred helped
bring a full-time professional opera
company to Omaha, and he didn’t stop
there.

Serving as Opera Omaha’s board
president, financially backing and at-
tending the opera for more than four
decades, Fred once said that he was
sensitive to the meaning of words and
the power of music. Fred, you will cer-
tainly be missed on many levels.
Omaha thanks you for a life that has
indeed been well lived.
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JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF IRANIAN
TERRORISM ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. DENHAM) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 3457, the Jus-
tice for Victims of Iranian Terrorism
Act. Iran currently owes $43.5 billion to
victims of state-sponsored terrorism.
Hundreds of Americans have personally
felt the impact of Iranian terrorism. In
the last 30 years, Americans studying
abroad, teaching or traveling through
the Middle East have been taken hos-
tage, killed in suicide bombings and
gunned down by members of the Is-
lamic jihad.

The damages owed have been pre-
viously awarded by U.S. courts under
Federal law, and the judgments remain
unsatisfied by the Islamic Republic of
Iran. Under the President’s Iran deal,
sanctions on Iran will be lifted, and an
estimated $150 billion in assets will be
released to them, and not one single
cent will be used to pay the debts owed
to the victims of Iranian-sponsored ter-
rorism.
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H.R. 3457 holds Iran accountable to
the victims of its terrorism by ensur-
ing that not one cent of sanction relief
goes to Iran until the victims are paid.

I am a proud cosponsor of Mr. MEE-
HAN’s legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to do the same.

———
UNWAVERING BOND WITH ISRAEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
this morning, the United Nations will
take yet another action that only
serves to further undermine the pros-
pects for peace between Israelis and
Palestinians and underscores the
lengths to which the United Nations
and many of its member states will go
in order to wrongly isolate and
delegitimize the democratic Jewish
State of Israel.

By raising the Palestinian flag for
the first time ever at the U.N., that
body is allowing Palestinians to con-
tinue with their scheme to achieve uni-
lateral statehood without having to
honor their obligations to reach a
peaceful settlement through direct ne-
gotiations with Israel.

While addressing the U.N. General
Assembly this week, President Obama
had an opportunity to denounce this
latest stunt and press for the United
Nations to abandon its course of action
and return to the principles of its own
diplomatic agreements with regard to
resolving the peace process; yet, as
usual, the President remained silent.
That silence speaks volumes about the
administration’s policy toward Israel,
our closest friend and ally, and it will
surely only serve to embolden Abu
Mazen. Today, Abu Mazen will address
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the U.N. General Assembly, and his
speech will be nothing more than polit-
ical theater.

In his speech later today, Abu Mazen
will surely continue his ploy to achieve
unilateral statehood recognition from
sympathetic states and U.N. entities
that are dominated by anti-Israel bias,
like the Human Rights Council. What a
misnomer. And, of course, he will
blame Israel for not being able to
achieve peace, when it is Abu Mazen
who repeatedly has rebuffed overtures
from Israel Prime Minister Netanyahu
to return to the table to discuss a mu-
tually agreeable resolution.

Mr. Speaker, we have seen over the
past several years—a sight unseemly
and unbecoming—the administration
publicly admonish and insult our ally
Israel and its leaders, applying a false
moral equivalency between Israel and
the Palestinians; yet when it comes to
Abu Mazen’s intransigence or Pales-
tinian incitement, the Obama adminis-
tration remains reserved in its con-
demnation, if it feigns the appearance
of disapproval at all.

For peace, Abu Mazen must recognize
Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish state,
must renounce the use of violence and
put an end to the repeated rocket at-
tacks and acts of terror, and must sit
down with Israel to be an earnest part-
ner for peace.

Abu Mazen, who is currently in his
10th year of a 5-year term as the leader
of the Palestinian Authority, is only
interested in self-preservation and self-
interest. The onus lies with Abu Mazen
and the Palestinian Authority to live
up to their obligations and previous
diplomatic agreements. If and when it
doesn’t—for surely, I know that they
won’t—the U.S. must be ready to cut
off financial assistance to the Palestin-
ians.

We must see that our assistance is
used as leverage to ensure that the Pal-
estinians honor their commitments
and negotiate a peaceful two-state so-
lution directly with Israel without any
preconditions. We must also veto any
attempts by the Palestinians to bring
another resolution to the U.N. Security
Council to advance their illegal unilat-
eral statehood scheme and must make
Abu Mazen pay for the consequences of
these destructive actions.

The Obama administration will offer
platitudes, and the administration offi-
cials will say that no other President
has done more for Israel’s security. But
I caution that it isn’t what the admin-
istration or the President says regard-
ing Israel; it is what they don’t say
that we should also be paying atten-
tion to. That is why the President’s si-
lence on Israel and the Palestinians at
the U.N. General Assembly this week is
all too telling, and that is why it is up
to us in Congress to do what we can to
support Israel, to support the Jewish
state’s right to exist and its right to
defend herself, and to use the leverage
we have.

Ladies and gentlemen, nearly $10 bil-
lion in U.S. taxpayer dollars, your
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